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PLANTING SPECIFICATION 

These implementation and maintenance guidelines are for planning purposes only to indicate 
the level of workmanship to be specified and do not constitute a detailed specification. 

1. GENERAL 

1.1. All landscape operatives will be appropriately trained, certified and qualified to undertake the 
tasks required. When required, the relevant certificates will be made available for inspection. All 
work is to be carried out in accordance with the relevant British Standards, Codes of Practice and 
Legislation. 

1.2. All plants shall conform to BS 3936 and be in accordance with the National Plant Specification. 
Supplying nurseries shall be registered under the HTA Nursery Certification Scheme. All plants 
shall be packed and transported in accordance with industry best practice. 

1.3. Planting shall not be carried out when the ground is waterlogged, frost bound or during periods of 
cold drying winds. All bareroot planting stock will be kept covered until actually planted in order 
to minimise water-loss and prevent the roots from drying out. Tree handling, storage and planting 
shall be in accordance with BS 8545 Chapters 9 to10 and Annexes E to F. 

1.4. The landscape contractor shall maintain all areas of new planting for a period of 12 months 
following practical completion. All stock deemed to be dead, dying or diseased within the defects 
period shall be replaced by the contractor at his own cost. 

1.5. A minimum intervention approach will be used in terms of weed control. In areas of transplant 
tree/shrub or ornamental shrub planting this is to be achieved by using mulch mats and hand-
weeding. Weed killer and other chemicals will be used as little as possible on site. Spot removal of 
weeds will be carried out by hand removal as necessary. 

2. TREE PLANTING 

2.1. Where necessary treat existing weeds with a glyphosate based herbicide and allow a suitable 
period as recommended by the manufacturer for this to take effect. A general purpose slow 
release fertiliser at the rate of 75gm/m2 and Tree Planting and Mulching Compost at the rate of 
20litres/m2 are to be incorporated into the top 150mm of topsoil during final cultivations. All 
extraneous matter such as plastic, wood, metal and stones greater than 50mm in any dimension 
shall be removed from site. 

Tree pits to the specified size are to be excavated and the base broken up a further 150mm with 
the sides well scarified to prevent smearing All container grown and trees over heavy standard 
size shall be double staked. Stakes should be driven 300mm into undisturbed ground before 
planting the tree, taking care to avoid underground services and cables etc 

  

3. NATIVE HEDGEROW PLANTING  

Ground Preparation 

3.1. Where necessary existing weeds will be treated with a glyphosate-based herbicide and a suitable 
period allowed to elapse, as recommended by the manufacturer, for the herbicide to take effect. 
All extraneous matter such as plastic, wood, metal and stones greater than 50mm diameter will 
be removed from site to a registered waste disposal facility. Cut existing rough grass and weeds 
to between 20mm and 30mm and remove 300x300mm squares of turf at planting density as per 
planting schedule.   

Planting 

3.2. The minimum overall recommended rooting depth for shrubs is 600mm.  The first 300mm shall 
be made up of multi-purpose topsoil; it shall be ensured that a suitable subsoil provides the 
remainder of the minimum rooting depth. Before receiving topsoil, subsoils should be loosened 
using ripping equipment; this shall be done when the subsoil is dry to encourage soil shattering. 
All stones and other objects larger than 50 mm shall be removed from the prepared surface. 

3.3. Planting is to be as per the planting pattern as set out on the planting plan and planting schedule, 
with shrubs planted at even spaces into the prepared soil at the specified number per metre 
squared, with minimal disturbance to the rootball, and well firmed in.  

3.4. All bare-root planting stock will be protected from rabbit damage using approved proprietary 
0.6m (for shrub species) or 1.2m (for tree species) plastic shrub/tree guards, supported with 0.9m 
(or 1.35m for trees) x 32mm x 32mm softwood stakes as advised by the manufacturer 

3.5. All container-grown planting stock will be protected from rabbit damage using approved 
proprietary 600mm plastic shrub shelters, supported with 0.9m x 32mm x 32mm softwood stakes 
as advised by the manufacturer. 

3.6.  A 900 mm diameter circle centred on each planting station shall be kept weed free throughout 
the maintenance period. In the autumn following planting the contract administrator will prepare 
a list of all plants which are dead, dying or diseased and are to be replaced during the following 
planting season. 

Maintenance during first growing season 

3.7. All dead, dying or diseased hedge plants will be replaced with plants of similar size and species.  If 
the failure of the plant is due to disease and the disease is considered likely to re-occur, then an 
alternative species may be used as replacement if agreed with the LPA. 

3.8. The planting area will be kept weed free throughout the maintenance period using approved 
herbicides in April, June and August 
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FIELD 1

FIELD 2

FIELD 3

FIELD 4

FIELD 5

FIELD 7

FIELD 6

FIELD 8

FIELD 9

Hedgerow trees
14no. Quercus petraea
12no. Quercus robur
Hedgerow (971 lin m)
194no. Acer campestre (4%)
97no. Cornus sanguinea (2%)
194no. Corylus avellana (4%)
97no. Crataegus laevigata (2%)
3884no. Crataegus monogyna (80%)
97no. Ligustrum vulgare (2%)
194no. Prunus spinosa (4%)
97no. Viburnum opulus (2%)

Hedgerow trees
6no. Quercus petraea
7no. Quercus robur
Hedgerow (4 lengths = 47 lin m)
9no. Acer campestre (4%)
5no. Cornus sanguinea (2%)
9no. Corylus avellana (4%)
5no. Crataegus laevigata (2%)
188no. Crataegus monogyna (80%)
5no. Ligustrum vulgare (2%)
9no. Prunus spinosa (4%)
5no. Viburnum opulus (2%)

Hedgerow trees
4no. Acer campestre
6no. Betula pubescens
3no. Malus sylvestris
3no. Populus tremula
Hedgerow (30 lin m)
6no. Acer campestre (4%)
3no. Cornus sanguinea (2%)
6no. Corylus avellana (4%)
3no. Crataegus laevigata (2%)
120no. Crataegus monogyna (80%)
3no. Ligustrum vulgare (2%)
6no. Prunus spinosa (4%)
3no. Viburnum opulus (2%)

Hedgerow trees
2no. Acer campestre
3no. Quercus petraea
4no. Quercus robur

Tree Belt 1 (1439m2 @6m centres = 0.028/m2)
10no. Acer campestre (25%)
2no. Betula pendula (4%)
2no. Betula pubescens (4%)
2no. Malus sylvestris (4%)
2no. Pinus sylvestris (4%)
2no. Populus tremula (4%)
10no. Quercus petraea (25%)
12no. Quercus robur (30%)

Tree Belt 2 (1774m2 @6m centres = 0.028/m2)
12no. Acer campestre (25%)
2no. Betula pendula (4%)
2no. Betula pubescens (4%)
2no. Malus sylvestris (4%)
2no. Pinus sylvestris (4%)
2no. Populus tremula (4%)
12no. Quercus petraea (25%)
15no. Quercus robur (30%)

Tree Belt 3 (294m2 @6m centres = 0.028/m2)
2no. Acer campestre (25%)
1no. Betula pendula (4%)
1no. Betula pubescens (4%)
1no. Malus sylvestris (4%)
1no. Pinus sylvestris (4%)
1no. Populus tremula (4%)
2no. Quercus petraea (25%)
2no. Quercus robur (30%)

Hedgerow trees
2no. Acer campestre
1no. Betula pubescens
5no. Quercus robur

Hedgerow trees
4no. Acer campestre
2no. Quercus petraea
2no. Quercus robur

Hedgerow trees
2no. Acer campestre
3no. Malus sylvestris
5no. Quercus robur

Hedgerow trees
4no. Acer campestre
4no. Betula pendula
5no. Betula pubescens
3no. Quercus robur
Hedgerow (8 lengths = 257 lin m)
51no. Acer campestre (4%)
26no. Cornus sanguinea (2%)
51no. Corylus avellana (4%)
26no. Crataegus laevigata (2%)
1028no. Crataegus monogyna (80%)
26no. Ligustrum vulgare (2%)
51no. Prunus spinosa (4%)
26no. Viburnum opulus (2%)

Hedgerow trees
3no. Quercus petraea
Hedgerow (3 lin m)
1no. Acer campestre (4%)
1no. Cornus sanguinea (2%)
1no. Corylus avellana (4%)
1no. Crataegus laevigata (2%)
12no. Crataegus monogyna (80%)
1no. Ligustrum vulgare (2%)
1no. Prunus spinosa (4%)
1no. Viburnum opulus (2%)

Hedgerow trees
12no. Acer campestre

6no. Betula pendula
2no. Malus sylvestris
8no. Quercus robur

Hedgerow (633 lin m)
127no. Acer campestre (4%)

63no. Cornus sanguinea (2%)
127no. Corylus avellana (4%)

63no. Crataegus laevigata (2%)
2532no. Crataegus monogyna (80%)

63no. Ligustrum vulgare (2%)
127no. Prunus spinosa (4%)

63no. Viburnum opulus (2%)

Hedgerow trees
4no. Acer campestre
5no. Betula pendula
5no. Quercus petraea
Hedgerow (6 lengths = 72 lin m)
14no. Acer campestre (4%)
7no. Cornus sanguinea (2%)
14no. Corylus avellana (4%)
7no. Crataegus laevigata (2%)
288no. Crataegus monogyna (80%)
7no. Ligustrum vulgare (2%)
14no. Prunus spinosa (4%)
7no. Viburnum opulus (2%)

Hedgerow trees
3no. Quercus petraea
5no. Quercus robur
Hedgerow (3 lengths = 30 lin m)
6no. Acer campestre (4%)
3no. Cornus sanguinea (2%)
6no. Corylus avellana (4%)
3no. Crataegus laevigata (2%)
120no. Crataegus monogyna (80%)
3no. Ligustrum vulgare (2%)
6no. Prunus spinosa (4%)
3no. Viburnum opulus (2%)

Hedgerow trees
6no. Betula pendula

2no. Betula pubescens
4no. Malus sylvestris

Hedgerow (658 lin m)
132no. Acer campestre (4%)

66no. Cornus sanguinea (2%)
132no. Corylus avellana (4%)

66no. Crataegus laevigata (2%)
2632no. Crataegus monogyna (80%)

66no. Ligustrum vulgare (2%)
132no. Prunus spinosa (4%)

66no. Viburnum opulus (2%)

Hedgerow trees
2no. Acer campestre

4no. Quercus petraea
5no. Quercus robur

Hedgerow (458 lin m)
92no. Acer campestre (4%)

46no. Cornus sanguinea (2%)
92no. Corylus avellana (4%)

46no. Crataegus laevigata (2%)
1832no. Crataegus monogyna (80%)

46no. Ligustrum vulgare (2%)
92no. Prunus spinosa (4%)

46no. Viburnum opulus (2%)

Hedgerow trees
7no. Quercus robur
Hedgerow (200 lin m)
40no. Acer campestre (4%)
20no. Cornus sanguinea (2%)
40no. Corylus avellana (4%)
20no. Crataegus laevigata (2%)
800no. Crataegus monogyna (80%)
20no. Ligustrum vulgare (2%)
40no. Prunus spinosa (4%)
20no. Viburnum opulus (2%)

Hedgerow trees
5no. Malus sylvestris
2no. Pinus sylvestris
2no. Populus tremula
Hedgerow (210 lin m)
42no. Acer campestre (4%)
21no. Cornus sanguinea (2%)
42no. Corylus avellana (4%)
21no. Crataegus laevigata (2%)
840no. Crataegus monogyna (80%)
21no. Ligustrum vulgare (2%)
42no. Prunus spinosa (4%)
21no. Viburnum opulus (2%)

Hedgerow trees
5no. Quercus robur

Hedgerow trees
5no. Quercus robur

Hedgerow trees
2no. Acer campestre
4no. Betula pendula
2no. Pinus sylvestris
2no. Quercus robur

Hedgerow (412 lin m)
82no. Acer campestre (4%)

41no. Cornus sanguinea (2%)
82no. Corylus avellana (4%)

41no. Crataegus laevigata (2%)
1648no. Crataegus monogyna (80%)

41no. Ligustrum vulgare (2%)
82no. Prunus spinosa (4%)

41no. Viburnum opulus (2%) Hedgerow trees
3no. Populus tremula
Hedgerow (211 lin m)

42no. Acer campestre (4%)
21no. Cornus sanguinea (2%)
42no. Corylus avellana (4%)

21no. Crataegus laevigata (2%)
844no. Crataegus monogyna (80%)

21no. Ligustrum vulgare (2%)
42no. Prunus spinosa (4%)

21no. Viburnum opulus (2%)

Hedgerow (114 lin m)
23no. Acer campestre (4%)
11no. Cornus sanguinea (2%)
23no. Corylus avellana (4%)
11no. Crataegus laevigata (2%)
456no. Crataegus monogyna (80%)
11no. Ligustrum vulgare (2%)
23no. Prunus spinosa (4%)
11no. Viburnum opulus (2%)

Hedgerow trees
7no. Betula pendula

Hedgerow (69 lin m)
14no. Acer campestre (4%)

7no. Cornus sanguinea (2%)
14no. Corylus avellana (4%)

7no. Crataegus laevigata (2%)
276no. Crataegus monogyna (80%)

7no. Ligustrum vulgare (2%)
14no. Prunus spinosa (4%)

7no. Viburnum opulus (2%)

TB1

TB2

TB3

Hedgerow (90 lin m)
18no. Acer campestre (4%)
9no. Cornus sanguinea (2%)
18no. Corylus avellana (4%)
9no. Crataegus laevigata (2%)
360no. Crataegus monogyna (80%)
9no. Ligustrum vulgare (2%)
18no. Prunus spinosa (4%)
9no. Viburnum opulus (2%)

FIELD 10

FIELD 11

Proposed Tree Planting 
 

Species Common Name  Girth 
Height / 
Spread cm  

Form  
Root 
Condition  

Acer campestre Field Maple 14-16 400-450 Feathered RB 
Betula pendula Silver Birch 14-16 400-450 Feathered RB 
Betula pubescens Downy Birch 14-16 400-450 Feathered RB 
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple 14-16 400-450 Feathered RB 
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine 14-16 400-450 Feathered RB 
Populus tremula Aspen 14-16 400-450 Feathered RB 
Quercus petraea Sessile Oak 14-16 400-450 Feathered RB 
Quercus robur Oak 14-16 400-450 Feathered RB 

 
Proposed Hedgerow Planting / Hedgerow Infill Planting – planted in double staggered row 40cm apart @5/lin m 
 

Species Common Name  Mix % 
Height / 
Spread cm  

Form  
Age / Times 
Transplanted 

Root 
Condition  

Acer campestre Field Maple 4% 60-80  Transplant  1+1 B 
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood 2% 60-80  Transplant 1+1 B 
Corylus avellana Hazel 4% 60-80  Transplant 1+1 B 
Crataegus laevigata Midland Hawthorn 2% 60-80  Transplant 1+1 B 
Crataegus monogyna Common Hawthorn 80% 60-80  Transplant 1+1 B 
Ligustrum vulgare Wildprivet 2% 60-80  Transplant  1+1 B 
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn 4% 60-80  Transplant 1+1 B 
Viburnum opulus Guelder Rose 2% 60-80  Transplant 1+1 B 

 

0 100 200 m

Public right of way footpath

Water pipe

Stock proof fence

PV panels

Inverter and battery station

Access track

Temporary construction compound

Spare container

KEY

Ownership boundary

Site boundary

Gas mains

HV Cable

Site entrance

Static water tank

Existing vegetation to be retained 
(dashed lines indicate RPAs)

Noise fence

Substation

GAS

HV

WATER

Desire line walked route

Public right of way bridleway

Temporary construction compound

Wildflower meadow - Emorsgate EM3 Special 
General Purpose Meadow Mixture (or similar)

Grazing mix - Emorsgate EM2 Standard General 
Purpose Meadow (or similar)

Native hedgerow

Native tree

Existing vegetation to be retained 
(dashed lines indicate RPAs)

Existing vegetation to be removed

Proposed tree belt planting - with small scale 
woodland trees / copse at 8 -15m high at mature

Swale


